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Biosafety Office Mission



What is Biosafety Month?
• NIH designated, ABSA sponsored
• Month to encourage institutions to highlight importance of 

biosafety and strengthen their biosafety programs





New Labs & Long-Gone Labs
• Responsibilities of lab 

commissioning and lab de-
commissioning

• Critical considerations:
 Unknown chemical/bio vials
 Fading or illegible labels
 Structural integrity of containers

• For de-commissioning labs:
 Call EHS for a final walkthrough
 Reduce chemicals and biological footprint as work slows
 You may leave, but problems stay



Chemical Concerns
• Commonly found in every lab
Splash hazards not always obvious
Safety glasses often overlooked

• Segregation of chemicals
 Ie, flammables vs corrosives

• Stay diligent on labels
• Chemical Inventory
Regular, annual updates



Other Safety Concerns
• Projectiles can occur unexpectedly
• Any physical thing can be a projectile 
 Be thoughtful when applying force
 Again, safety glasses are critical

• Cryogenic container degradation
• Broken glass checks



BARA Form Changes
• BARA always req. for IRB 

submissions
• Significant revisions
• New BARA form req. as of 

Oct 1st 
• Must be completed by lab 

submitting the protocol
• No longer need 

core/processing labs input 
for form comp.

• Focus on hazards of work 
and investigational 
products, and occupational 
risks for research staff



Biological Hygiene Plan
1. Ensures we know who the emergency contacts are 

and how to get ahold of them 24/7
2. Ensures all lab personnel know what training is 

req’d of them
3. Serves as agent specific training to lab personnel
4. Ensures lab personnel understand the risks in the 

lab and how to mitigate them
5. Meets universal standard for hygiene plans
6. Screens for materials that could require additional 

oversight and be a risk to the University
7. Confirms lab understands and has planned 

accordingly for hazardous work
8. Gives EHS Biosafety quick opportunity to provide 

safety guidance
9. Best practice, always prepared for regulatory 

inspections



Lab Inspection Cheat Sheet
• Having trouble with lab 

inspections?
• Check out the Cheat Sheet!
• Find observation you’re 

unsure about
• Cheat Sheet details:
 Reason why it’s a safety 

concern needing observance
 How to implement the 

corrective action if you’re 
unsure
 Citation or reference for where 

that item comes from



New Training Offerings & Plans
• Full training suite brought to ULearn
• New training offerings this year:
 Biosafety for Clinicians
 Recombinant DNA

• End of year new training initiatives
 Bringing video recordings to Blackboard
 Bringing new rDNA training to Blackboard
 Full biosafety training suite offered monthly live via webinar
 Revamped Bloodborne Pathogens training

• 2025 training initiatives
 Shipping of Dangerous Goods Revamp
 Biosafety for Marine Research





Awards For 2024
• Lab of the Year Awards
• Criteria is based on nominations and labs 

that routinely demonstrate an exceptional 
observance to safety and compliance

• One lab awarded for each major UM campus



Gables Campus

Delia Shelton Laboratory

And The Winner Is:



Medical Campus

Robert Keane and Juan Pablo de Rivero Vaccari Laboratory

And The Winner Is:



RSMAES Campus

Cassandra Gaston Laboratory

And The Winner Is:



Awards in 2025
• Didn’t win? That’s okay!
• Winning labs are not re-eligible for 3 years
• Nominations are critical





Lunch & Learn Safety Talks

• Marine Campus L&L with EHS Biosafety
October 11th

• Medical L&L with VWR
October 18th

• Coral Gables L&L with SafetyPlus
October 25th

• Safety talks featuring commonly used vendors
 And did we mention free food and more prizes!

• Room locations and times to be announced soon
• Check EHS Biosafety page for updates
• Don’t forget to RSVP!



EHS Biosafety Website

ehs.miami.edu/biosafety

http://ehs.miami.edu/biosafety


Questions
• Contact the Biosafety Office:
 305-243-3269
 biosafety@miami.edu

• Contact Shane directly:
 786-797-0387
 sxg1519@med.miami.edu

• Visit our Website!
 ehs.miami.edu/biosafety

http://ehs.miami.edu/


Quiz & Prizes!



Quiz & Prizes!

https://play.myquiz.org/p/00890231



Prize Winners
• Send your SECRET WORD to me at:
 sxg1519@miami.edu

• There’s still hope if you lost!
A few lucky winners will also be chosen randomly
We will contact you separately

• Recognition of Exceptional Lab Safety Effort
Lab Safety Manual Giveaway Prizes

• Valerie Chavez of Merchan Lab
• Margie Roach of Pahwa Lab

mailto:sxg1519@miami.edu
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