
Environmental Health & Safety – Biosafety



Thanks to OVPRS
• Big thanks to the Office of the Vice Provost for Research & 

Scholarship
• Support for events, spaces, food, trophies, & more!

• Alberto Caban-Martinez
 Vice Provost for Research and Scholarship

• Kenia Francis Viamonte
 Interim Assistant Vice President, 2Rise





• Biosafety
• Chemical Safety
• Laser Safety
• Hazardous Materials
• Industrial Hygiene & Air Quality
• Fire Safety

Environmental Health & Safety



• Jennifer Laine
Executive Director

EHS (Minus Biosafety)

• Adrian Hernandez Ferrer
 Chemical Hygiene
         Safety Manager

• Noelia Estevez De Rosario
 Industrial Hygiene                    
            Safety Manager

• Christine Daley
 Fire Safety Manager

•Brian Cumbie
Hazmat Manager

•Brian Reding
Hazmat Specialist

•Abraham Somoza
Hazmat Specialist

• Open Position
 Chemical Safety Specialist

• Patricia Bouza
 Industrial Hygiene 

Specialist

• Jessica Palacios
 Administrative Assistant



EHS Biosafety Mission



What is Biosafety Month?
• NIH designated, ABSA sponsored
• Month to encourage institutions to highlight importance of 

biosafety and strengthen their biosafety programs





• Shane Gillooly
 Associate Director of EHS
 Biosafety Officer

• Gerda Zahran
 Biosafety Specialist II

• Abigail Juodzevicius
 Biosafety Specialist I

Freshly Brewed Faces

•General Biosafety Contact
biosafety@miami.edu

•Booking Consultation Time
QR Code



New Lab Safety Manual
• Published on EHS 

website
• Can be downloaded 

from biosafety or 
chem safety 
resources page
Along with the 

University 
Biosafety Manual!



Full EHS Website Refreshed
• All EHS safety discipline sub pages have been refreshed

*Note that Radiation Safety is handled through the RCC



• EHS safety trainings in BioRAFT going forward
• Send training records to biosafety@miami.edu if needed

Training Module

mailto:biosafety@miami.edu


Revamped Bloodborne Pathogens
• Combines BBP Training with Biomedical Waste Training



• Lab Safety Training has been completely revamped
• Launch expected by November 2nd 

New Lab Safety Training



Biomaterials Transfer on BioRAFT

• Step 1: Find your lab biomaterials Excel, download a copy, and open to edit

• Step 2: Lab must complete missing data for (1) new columns in green AND (2) columns 
with asterisks across each biomaterial sheet (11 total)

• Step 3:  Save a copy when complete and email new version to IT at: 
carolina.pelaez@miami.edu

• Help: If you can’t find your file, contact Biosafety at biosafety@miami.edu
• Note: If you have already completed and submitted your file, you do not have to do it 

again unless your lab has added additional materials to the lab bio registration not 
previously noted on the Excel provided

• Note: If you missed previous deadlines for submitting your Excel, submit ASAP!

Example



New Initiatives in the Pipeline



• Anticipated upgrade within next 60 days

SciSure BioRAFT Upgrade



Rerun: Biomaterials Transfer
• Step 1: Find your lab biomaterials Excel, download a copy, and open to edit

• Step 2: Lab must complete missing data for (1) new columns in green AND (2) columns 
with asterisks across each biomaterial sheet (11 total)

• Step 3:  Save a copy when complete and email new version to IT at: 
carolina.pelaez@miami.edu

• Help: If you can’t find your file, contact Biosafety at biosafety@miami.edu
• Note: If you have already completed and submitted your file, you do not have to do it 

again unless your lab has added additional materials to the lab bio registration not 
previously noted on the Excel provided

• Note: If you missed previous deadlines for submitting your Excel, submit ASAP!

Example



Biological Registration
• Required for labs conducting biological research
 Animals and live human research participants included

• Same form as IBC
• Briefly outline projects
• Additional Reqs:
 EHS trainings
 OHP enrollment
 BHP submitted
 Deficiencies corrected



Biological Hygiene Plan
• Must submit with Bio Registration
• Lab specific biosafety manual
• Purpose:

1. Ensures we know who the emergency contacts are and how to get ahold 
of them 24/7

2. Ensures lab personnel know what training is req’d of them
3. Serves as agent specific training to lab personnel
4. Ensures lab personnel understand the risks in the lab and how to 

mitigate them
5. Meets universal standard for hygiene plans
6. Confirms lab understands and has planned accordingly for hazardous 

work
7. Gives EHS Biosafety quick opportunity to provide safety guidance
8. Best practice, always prepared for regulatory inspections



Dangerous Gain of Function
• New federal policy for life sciences research – Jan 2027
Dangerous Gain of Function (DGOF) research

• University is evaluating existing DURC/PEPP committee
• What you should do now
Review your Biological Registration & update

• What to expect next year
Revised committee review process
New questionnaires for screening
New annual training will be required

• See the DGOF Research Oversight Program website



Training Additions
• Biosafety for Marine Researchers
• Autoclave Safety
• Recording for Shipping of Biological Materials
• Revamped Shipping of Dangerous Goods Training
• Volunteers lacking UM credentials



Lab Safety Week
• Every February
• All EHS safety disciplines
• Safety presentations
• More prizes!





Lab Awards
• Lab Safety Champions of the Year Awards
• Criteria is based on nominations and labs 

that routinely demonstrate an exceptional 
observance to safety and compliance

• Last year’s winners:
Gables: Kevin McCracken Laboratory
Medical: Alejandro Caicedo Lab
Marine: Aplysia Laboratory



Gables Campus

Charles Tomonto Laboratory

And The Winner Is:



Marine Campus

Ralf Weger Laboratory

And The Winner Is:



Medical Campus

Joana Almaca Laboratory

And The Winner Is:



Countdown to 2027 Starts Now!
• Didn’t win? That’s okay!
• Winning labs are not re-eligible for 3 years
• Nominations are critical





Lunch & Learn Series

• Medical with AirEze & EHS Hazmat
 October 15th

• Coral Gables Escape Room
 October 19th

 Frost Institute Great Hall Rooms 115-125
• Marine Training Preview
 October 28th

 CIMAS Conference Room 301

• Safety talks featuring commonly used vendors
 And did we mention free food and more prizes!

• Don’t forget to RSVP!



Biosafety Month Bingo
• Prize for the winner
• All labs are eligible
• Must be completed during the 

month of October
• Must submit to EHS Biosafety 

when complete
• Can download on EHS Biosafety 

Month event webpage
 ehs.miami.edu

• Events > Biosafety Month



EHS Biosafety Website

ehs.miami.edu/biosafety

http://ehs.miami.edu/biosafety


• Shane Gillooly
 Associate Director of EHS
 Biosafety Officer

• Gerda Zahran
 Biosafety Specialist II

• Abigail Juodzevicius
 Biosafety Specialist I

Questions & Contacts

•General Biosafety Contact
biosafety@miami.edu

•Booking Consultation Time
QR Code



Quiz & Prizes!



Quiz & Prizes!
https://play.myquiz.org/p/00936037

• Winners: send your SECRET WORD to me at:
 biosafety@miami.edu

mailto:sxg1519@miami.edu
mailto:sxg1519@miami.edu
mailto:sxg1519@miami.edu
mailto:sxg1519@miami.edu
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