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Biosafety Office Mission



What is Biosafety Month?
• NIH designated, ABSA sponsored
• Month to encourage institutions to highlight importance of 

biosafety and strengthen their biosafety programs





BioRaft Platform
• Lab Inspections
• EHS Notifications
Emergent Weather

• Administrative Data Storage
Labs, locations, departments, etc.

• Radiation Management
• Biological Registrations



Committees Related to Biosafety
•Research involving recombinant or 

synthetic nucleic acid molecules
Institutional Biosafety 

Committee (IBC) 

•Research dealing with animal subjects
Institutional Animal 

Care and Use 
Committee (IACUC)

•Research involving human subjectsInstitutional Review 
Board (IRB)

•Research involving potential DURCInstitutional Review 
Entity (IRE)

•All labs working with biological materials 
must submit a bio registration

Biological 
Registration



Biological Registrations
• All labs conducting any biological 

research must submit a registration 
using the bio-module in BioRaft
Captures all biological lab work
Recombinant DNA will go to IBC for 

review

• Registration approvals last for 3 years
 Requires annual certification
 Amendments required when:

• Research plans change
• New materials introduced
• New researchers joining the lab



But… Why?
• Adopts standards of peer institutions
• Brings IBC into a digitized review process
• Will save time on future IBC submissions
• Provides lab an external risk assessment
• Helps track regulated materials
• Helps with emergency response
• Helps with federal entity requests
• Provides foundation for a comprehensive safety culture



BioRAFT Guidance

• ehs.miami.edu/biosafety
• https://research.miami.edu/about/admin-areas/raa/ibc/registration-guide/index.html

https://research.miami.edu/about/admin-areas/raa/ibc/registration-guide/index.html
https://research.miami.edu/about/admin-areas/raa/ibc/registration-guide/index.html




OHP Questionnaire
• Launch of new questionnaire for 2021
 To meet federal requirements and satisfy affiliate standards
 Reducing number of forms on researchers
 Reducing number of questions overall

• More revisions coming
 Online form
 Smoother processing



How to Enroll
• Employee Health Page
• Also linked on BSO page



Navigational Tips





Appropriate Waste Containers
• In the state of Florida, biomedical waste supplies are required to comply with 

ASTM D-1709-91 and D-1922-89
• EHS has compiled a list of products from notable vendors that are compliant 

with the FLDOH for proper storage and management of biohazardous waste 
in laboratories

• Other companies may be utilized as well, as long as the products are 
compliant with FLDOH guidelines



New Signage Developed





Biosafety Office Website

ehs.miami.edu/biosafety

http://ehs.miami.edu/biosafety


Resources



Signage & Postings



Questions
• Contact the Biosafety Office:
 305-243-3269
 biosafety@miami.edu

• Contact Shane directly:
 786-797-0387
 sxg1519@med.miami.edu

• Visit our Website!
 ehs.miami.edu/biosafety

http://ehs.miami.edu/
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