
Biological Research Requires a Multi-Disciplined 
Safety Response

Environmental Health & Safety - Biosafety





• Biosafety
• Chemical Safety
• Laser Safety
• Hazardous Materials
• Industrial Hygiene & Air Quality
• Fire Safety
• Radiation Control

Environmental Health & Safety
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 Industrial Hygienist
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Hazmat Manager
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•Abraham Somoza
Hazmat Specialist

•Noelia Estevez De Rosario
EHS Specialist



Biosafety Office Mission

• Communication issues with BioRAFT (Scieshield)



What is Biosafety Month?
• NIH designated, ABSA sponsored
• Month to encourage institutions to highlight importance of 

biosafety and strengthen their biosafety programs





Chemical Safety
• Commonly found in every lab
Splash hazards not always obvious
Safety glasses often overlooked

• Segregation of chemicals
 Ie, flammables vs corrosives

• Chemical Inventory
Regular, annual updates
See EHS provided template



General Safety
• Projectiles can occur unexpectedly
• Any physical thing can be a projectile 
 Be thoughtful when applying force
 Again, safety glasses are critical

• “Standard” PPE?
• Broken glass and other hazards



Hazardous Material Management
• Hazardous materials waste is regulated
 Real risks and perceptional risks

• UM waste generation trends
 Chemical Waste Disposal Form

• See EHS website – ehs.miami.edu

• In the state of Florida, biomedical waste supplies are 
required to comply with ASTM D-1709-91 and D-1922-89

• EHS has compiled a list of products compliant with the 
FLDOH for proper storage of biohazardous waste in labs

• Required labeling on waste bags/boxes:
 Room number
 Building street address
 City where the waste was generated.



Fire Safety
• Chemicals
• Electrical
• Storage
• Lab emergency contacts





Corrective Action Policy Update
• Lab inspection and corrective action policy
• Use BioRAFT (Scishield) for previous findings
• All previous years must be addresed

Name

Date

Date



Emergency Contact Availability
• Must be provided on:
 Lab Safety Info & Emergency Contact Card
 BioRAFT Lab Profile Dashboard



Chemical Inventory Template
• EHS provided template
Available on website

• Ehs.miami.edu/biosafety
• Provides uniformity for UM labs
Useful for fire and law 

enforcement
• Check annually for updates to 

template



New Biosafety Manual
• Policy standards for conducting 

biological research at UM
• Take General Biosafety for an 

overview
Available online on demand, or via 

webinar
• Will launch this month
Available on website

• Ehs.miami.edu/biosafety



Poster Distribution





Awards For 2023
• New Lab of the Year Awards
• Criteria is based on labs that routinely demonstrate an 

exceptional observance to safety and compliance
• One lab awarded for each major UM campus



Gables Campus

Katlyn Meier Laboratory

And The Winner Is:



Medical Campus

Phillip Ruiz Immunology & Histocompatability Laboratory

And The Winner Is:



RSMAES Campus

Amanda Oehlert Laboratory

And The Winner Is:



Awards in 2024
• Didn’t win? That’s okay!
• Official criteria will soon be posted on website





Lunch & Learn Safety Talks

• Coral Gables L&L with VWR
 October 13th at 11am
 Communication Intl Bldg room 3053

• Medical L&L with Air-Eze
 October 20th at 12:30pm
 RMSB 3rd floor auditorium

• RSMAES L&L with Airgas
 October 27th at 1:30pm
 SLAB room 103

• Safety talks featuring commonly used vendors
 And did we mention free food!

• Don’t forget to RSVP!



Biosafety Office Website

ehs.miami.edu/biosafety

http://ehs.miami.edu/biosafety


Quiz & Prizes!

https://play.myquiz.org/p/00865082



Questions
• Contact the Biosafety Office:
 305-243-3269
 biosafety@miami.edu

• Contact Shane directly:
 786-797-0387
 sxg1519@med.miami.edu

• Visit our Website!
 ehs.miami.edu/biosafety

http://ehs.miami.edu/
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